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editorial 
Lost civilisations and the mystery of Atlantis. Sunken lands and strange monu-

ments to a forgotten past. Remnants of advanced cultures and arcane sciences. 
Signs of an earthly paradise dating back to before the dawn of recorded history. 

All this has fascinated humanity for hundreds of years and fired the minds of many of 
the greatest explorers and adventurers.
 Back in the sixteenth century, John Dee, Queen Elizabeth’s court occultist, recom-
mended North America be called “Atlantis.” Francis Bacon, one of the most brilliant 
minds of the period, wove into his utopian novel The New Atlantis the idea that the 
ancient peoples of Central America were connected to Plato’s Atlantis. In the twenti-
eth century the American writer H.C. Randall-Stevens, author of Atlantis to the Latter 
Days, predicted Atlantis will resurface in 2014!
 While we don’t expect Atlantis to rise from the waters this year, nor America to be 
declared an ‘Atlantean outpost’ anytime soon, some amazing discoveries are being 
made right now. 2014 could turn out to be the year in which we are confronted with 
the fact civilisation is far older than we have been led to believe.
 “Everything we’ve been taught about the origins of civilisation may be wrong,” 
says Danny Natawidjaja, Ph.D., senior geologist with the Research Centre for Geo-
technology at the Indonesian Institute of Sciences. “Old stories about Atlantis and 
other great lost civilisations of prehistory, long dismissed as myths by archaeologists, 
look set to be proved true.”
 Danny was speaking to Graham Hancock, author of the controversial 1995 
bestseller Fingerprints of the Gods that proposed an advanced civilisation had been 
wiped out and lost to history in a global cataclysm at the end of the last Ice Age. 
 Graham Hancock and associate professor/geologist Dr. Robert Schoch recently 
visited the Gunung Padang megalithic site in Java, Indonesia. It is here Danny and his 
colleagues located man-made structures, far beneath the surface, that date earlier 
than 9,600 BCE. This is highly controversial because establishment archaeologists tell 
us our ancestors, at these early dates, were primitive hunter gatherers incapable of 
any form of civilisation or architectural feats.
 Early last year New Dawn published an article by Frank Joseph on this extraor-
dinary site, known locally as the “Mountain of Light.” Such is the interest in Gunung 
Padang that we invited Dr. Schoch to report his findings and you can read them in 
this Special Issue of New Dawn. 
 This New Dawn Special Issue is devoted to pioneering explorers and research-
ers – some of them working right at this very minute – who prove the establishment 
archaeologists and historians wrong. As they dig deeper, literally and figuratively, the 
evidence points to much earlier phases of human civilisation than what we’ve been 
taught in the history books. 
 The lost civilisations of Atlantis and Lemuria spring to mind – but perhaps there 
were many more. The evidence could be sitting just under the Earth’s surface and 
ocean floor… It is beginning to look as though civilisation is indeed much older and 
much more mysterious than we ever thought. 
 Enjoy the journey of discovery in 2014.

– New Dawn Magazine

What are New Dawn Special Issues?
Since 2004 New Dawn magazine has published Special Issues devoted to ancient  
mysteries, hidden history, future science and the unexplained. These Special Issues 
are a thought-provoking, compelling and highly readable examination of the greatest 
mysteries of the past, the present, and the future.
 Now published every two months, New Dawn Special Issues are in addition to  
the regular New Dawn magazine. First published in 1991, New Dawn is a bi-monthly 
magazine distributed through newsagents across Australia and New Zealand. If you 
find New Dawn Special Issue Vol.8 No.1 informative and challenging, please look for  
the regular edition of New Dawn at your local newsagency or consider subscribing.  
For further information please visit us at www.newdawnmagazine.com.
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No sensible man goes down into the jungle unless he’s  
got something to follow. I see explorers as people with 

open minds who can scan many different sources for  
information, unconfined by an academic discipline, just 

like computers scan the internet. We’ve all learnt that the 
great thing is to follow the roads. Roads lead to ruins.

– Gene Savoy (1927-2007)
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Gene Savoy & His 
Search for the Secrets 

of Vanished Civilisations
An Interview with Sean Savoy

D
ouglas Eugene “gene” Savoy (1927-2007) was 
an american explorer, author, religious leader, 
and theologian. He undertook a series of dar-

ing expeditions to the andes and the amazon jungle in 
search of the ancient mysteries of the incas, aztecs and 
Mayans. He is perhaps best known for bringing to light 
a number of Peru’s most important archaeological sites, 
including Vilcabamba, the last refuge of the incas during 
the Spanish conquest.
 Today gene Savoy’s work is continued by the religious 
community and the educational institution he founded. 
New Dawn recently spoke to gene Savoy’s son Sean 
about his father’s remarkable discoveries and insights 
based on the lore of lost civilisations.

NEW DAWN (ND): Your late father Gene Savoy has been 
called the original ‘Indiana Jones’. His South American 
expeditions, exploring and documenting various pre-Co-
lumbian archaeological sites, challenged the ‘conventional 
wisdom’ of the time. Can you tell us about your father’s 
journeys undertaken in the 60s and 70s? 
 
SEAN SAVOY (SS): Well, that is a long story. It would take 
a book to tell the full account. In fact, my father did write 
several books on his adventures of that time, but I believe a 
new book is due to continue the story where he left off. It is 
my aim to write such a book.
 To be brief, my father began exploring in Peru in 1957 
at the age of 30, first along the desert coast researching pre-
Inca and Inca settlements by foot and by air. Eventually, he 
undertook a major expedition in 1964 whose purpose was 
to locate the legendary last capital city of the Inca Empire, 
Vilcabamba. It was Vilcabamba that 50 years earlier the 
American explorer Hiram Bingham had set out in search 
of but instead located the mountain citadel now known 
as Machu Picchu. Bingham never did successfully locate 
Vilcabamba, which was recorded by the Chroniclers to have 
been located deep in the jungles of southern Peru. Follow-
ing Bingham’s original route, my father arrived at the Plain 
of Ghosts and after a long, treacherous and arduous journey 

Gene Savoy, People Magazine’s “Real Indiana Jones,” achieved 
international fame in the 1960s with a series of daring 
expeditions into the dense Peruvian jungles of the eastern 
Andes and Amazon region that led to the discovery of numerous 
ancient and mysterious stone cities and settlements where none 
were thought to exist.
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of some weeks came upon the hidden city, which he uncov-
ered, explored and surveyed. In terms of pre-Columbian 
history, this was like finding the Troy of ancient Greece. 
Naturally, this find propelled my father to international 
fame as an explorer and opened him up 
to controversy and speculation, as he was 
not a papered archaeologist, a fact which 
would dog his career until the very end. 
The Vilcabamba discovery is recounted in 
his book Vilcabamba: Last City of the Incas 
(Robert Hale, London, 1971). The Ameri-
can edition, Antisuyo: Search for the Lost 
Cities of the Amazon (Simon and Schuster, 
1970), has become a classic of students of 
Andean archaeology and history.
 After the success of the initial Vil-
cabamba expedition, my father set out 
north on a quest that no one before had 
dared undertake, let alone imagine. Al-
though the Vilcabamba discovery se-
cured him in history as a major explorer, 
alongside the likes of the British Lt. Col. 
Percy Fawcett or the American Hiram Bingham, some even 
claiming him to be the inspiration for the fictional Indi-
ana Jones character, it was his next series of expeditions 
that were perhaps his greatest contribution to Andean his-
tory – the rediscovery of the fabled white stone cities of the 

pre-Inca Chachapoya(s) culture of northeastern Peru. These 
cities were briefly mentioned by the great Peruvian chroni-
cler “El Inca” Garcilaso de la Vega in his Royal Commentaries 
of the Incas, as well as by his contemporary the Peruvian 

priest-chronicler Blas Valera. They were 
not, however, considered by archaeology 
or history. Even with the mid-19th cen-
tury discovery by Juan Crisostomo Nieto 
of the monolithic Chachapoyan citadel of 
Kuelap, the Andean highlands and high 
jungles immediately east were not 
generally believed to have been territory 
for important or advanced culture, save 
by the forward thinking “father of Pe-
ruvian archaeology” and inspiration for 
much of my father’s work, Julio C. Tello.
  With the idea that high culture could 
indeed exist east of the Andes, my father 
set out on a series of “El Dorado” expedi-
tions in search of the legendary “Seven 
Cities of the Chachapoyas.” The Antisuyo 
book recounts the early discoveries (1965 

through 1970), which we continued through the Andean 
Explorers organisation through the 2000s, most recently 
under my leadership. There have been reports and docu-
mentaries produced on the recovery and exploration of 
these lost cities, including the ancient metropolises of Gran 

Sean Savoy is the son of gene Savoy and attorney Sylvia 
Ontaneda-Bernales, a native of Lima, Peru.
 He is an ordained spiritual educator, archaeological 
explorer, radio personality, writer and editor, raconteur, 
and public speaker, who lectures in the united States and 
abroad. Sean has been trained in Cosolargy®, the religious-
scientific system that teaches the restored ancient arts 
and sciences of personal transformation by means of solar 
light-energy techniques. As such, he now holds the office of 
Chancellor/VP of Cosolargy international and the Jamilian 
university.
 as an explorer, Sean is president of the andean Explor-
ers Foundation, and has spent over 20 years in the field 
uncovering the mysteries of the ancient pre-Columbian cul-
tures of Peru. He has translated several works by Peruvian 
literary giant, Ricardo Palma. 
 in 2005 he was dubbed “indiana Jones, Jr.” by Men’s 
Journal and acknowledged as one of the outstanding world 
explorers of “Generation EX.” He has been profiled and 
featured in various documentaries.
 Sean is the host of  “House of Savoy” (www.facebook.
com/HouseofSavoy), a public affairs radio program. He is 
also co-host of “Living Conscious,” a 30-minute to 1-hour 
segment on “Broad View.” Both shows air out of Reno, 
Nevada. He was formerly a reporter for Reno Public Radio 
KuNR 88.7 (NPR), and currently is a featured columnist for 
the alternative Reno publication, Reno Tahoe Tonight maga-
zine for which he writes the quarterly column “The Light 
Factor.” He also writes for the LeRue Review and blogs for 
The Huffington Post.
 You can find out more and read his latest blogs at his 
website www.seansavoy.com.

After the 
success of the 

initial Vilcabamba 
expedition, my 

father set out north 
on a quest that no 

one before had 
dared undertake, 
let alone imagine. 

SE
A

N
 S

A
VO

Y 
BY

 A
N

D
RE

W
 C

H
A

N
G



Special Issue Vol.8 No.1 ■ NEW DAWN  33www.newdawnmagazine.com

Vilaya (1985-1995) and Gran Saposoa (1999-2004), not 
to mention one of my father’s most memorable finds, the 
picturesque Gran Pajaten (1965), the Bird City of the Ama-
zon. Although my father is often not credited with discov-
ery of Gran Pajaten, suffice it to say that he was the first to 
explore it and it was he who brought the site to the world’s 
attention, including to that of the Peruvian government 
who later declared the site and much of the surrounding 
area protected within the Rio Abiseo National Park.
 There is no doubt that without Gene Savoy’s fore-
sight, determination, research and skill as an explorer the 
Chachapoyas territory would not 
be the hotbed of activity that it is 
today. It is no exaggeration to claim 
that without his pioneering work a 
whole culture would likely not have 
been considered worth investigating 
by science. New expeditions under 
more recent explorers, including 
myself, have assigned great histori-
cal importance to the Chachapoya(s) 
civilisation, which is inextricably tied 
to the historical period related to the 
rise of the Inca Empire and its fall un-
der the Spanish.

ND: Gene Savoy’s book On the Trail 
of the Feathered Serpent was highly 
acclaimed. What was behind this 
incredible adventure?

SS: Yes, it is a great adventure tale, 
which was of course a real life story. 
The sea journey took place in 1969 
to prove that intercultural contact 
between Peru and Mesoamerica was 
possible by means of the sea. The reed 
raft expedition proved that point. My 
father’s specific interest was in the 
similarities between the great god-rul-
er of Mexico, Quetzalcoatl, whose em-
blem was the Feathered Serpent, and 

the Peruvian creator-god Viracocha, both of whom were 
related to the sun and both of whom it was said travelled to 
their respective lands by sea only to depart again promising 
to return at a future time.
 
ND: More than an intrepid explorer, Gene Savoy deeply 
studied the world’s religions and mystical traditions. I 
believe he was heavily influenced in his early years by Khalil 
Gibran and Paul Brunton, as well as Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin and Carl Jung? 

One of his Gene Savoy's major 
achievements was the rediscovery of the 
fabled white stone cities of the pre-Inca 

Chachapoya(s) culture of northeastern 
Peru. Pictured top right are  

the mausoleums of the Chachapoyas 
people of Revash. Left photo is 

Chachapoyan sarcophagi of Karajia 
perched on a high cliff.
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SS: Yes, my father was deeply spiritual, a mystic, a re-
vealer, and a theologian. He was ultimately a teacher of a 
profound yet practical spiritual path or way. He started to 
teach this way, known by its modern name of Cosolargy, in 
1957, after many years of formal and personal study. His 
early intention was to become a priest of the Roman Catho-
lic Church but mentors within the Jesuit Order convinced 
him that his life’s work was beyond what the established 
priesthood could offer. His ideas were revolutionary for the 
time. Yes, he was a student of the great masters and think-
ers, those you mentioned as well as others, such as Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Karl Stromberg, and he was versed in most 
if not all the mystical teachings of ancient India and China. 

Needless to say, he was a Bible scholar and well versed in 
the historical Church. He was an avid reader and a prolific 
writer and lecturer.
 
ND: How were his explorations connected to his search for 
spiritual truth? 

SS: Any quest into ancient mysteries concerning socio-
cultural themes must include a search into religious and 
spiritual traditions. This search ties directly with the 
peregrinations of ancient societies but also with the origins 
of the human being, not so much anthropologically speak-
ing but in terms of our spiritual or non-physical/energetic 
beginnings and evolutionary processes.

ND: What is Project X? 

SS: Project X is a program of cultural-historical research 
into comparative religious practices, primarily the holy so-
lar teachings of ancient societies. The quest for the secrets 
and keys to understanding immortality led my father to 
undertake many research trips, beginning in Peru, as well 
as to deliver several symposiums on the matter, concerning 
the traditions of many world cultures. Some of the work 
was chronicled in a popular book published by Bobbs-Mer-
rill in 1977, Project X: The Search for the Secrets of Immortal-
ity.
 

ND: Among your father’s numerous writings, 
The Decoded New Testament and The Lost Gospel 
of Jesus shine a light on aspects of Christianity 
most people are unaware of. 

SS: Yes, these primer books of the Jamilian 
University (Cosolargy’s educational institu-
tion), along with The Essaei Document: Secrets 
of an Eternal Race, provide insight into the 
historical Church and the historical Jesus, 
as well as shed light upon the secret gospel 
message of Jesus’ Messianic Community or 
edah Church, which has been lost to the popu-
lar Christianity under Pauline doctrine. The 
forbears to Jesus were the mystic Jewish com-
munity known as the Essenes, who were the 
originators of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the dis-
covery and translation of which caused great 
controversy within the established Church a 
half a century or more ago. These books dis-
cuss Jesus’ origins as an Essene, the traditions 
of that community, the corruption and loss of 
the sacred teachings, and offer a decoding of 
the gospel message.

ND: What is Cosolargy?

SS: Cosolargy is the modern application of an 
ancient religious system, a spiritual technol-

ogy that was practiced by people in ancient holy orders in 
various iterations throughout the world. The system was all 
but lost to the world, but has been restored in our modern 
era and is taught exclusively through Cosolargy Interna-
tional and the Jamilian University.
 The practice involves absorbing and then processing or 
personalising, as well as transmitting, cosmic-solar energy, 
which ‘contains’ non-physical or spiritual data: intelligence 
or information factors. Cosolargy teaches that this spiritual 
data can be received by and reasoned upon only by the fac-
ulty of spiritual Consciousness, which has to be developed. 
It is beyond mind and psyche yet related to them. Con-
sciousness, therefore, must be awakened and the way to do 
this, as a beginning point, is by the absorption, processing 

Relief of the Peruvian creator-god Viracocha on the Gate of the Sun, Tiwanaku, 
Bolivia.
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and personalising of light-energy with its inherent ultra-
dimensional information factors.
 The process of solar absorption stimulates the recep-
tors of the eyes, the brain and nervous system and the 
endocrine system (pituitary, pineal, hypothalamus) for 
physiological benefit but, more important, acts as a catalyst 
to unlock or awaken the dormant higher psycho-spiritual 
attributes of the individual, which Cosolargy teaches are 
pre-existent to physical form and function. These attrib-
utes are, to be simple, the psycho-spiritual force or energy 
centres and the organising field of the human being.
 The result is activation of Consciousness and the 
revivification of what in Cosolargy we call the Light body. 
The Light body represents 
the eternal, immortal aspect 
of the individual, the aim 
being to participate in spir-
itual dimensions while still 
in possession of the physical 
mind-body. The spiritual as-
pect naturally continues in its 
non-physical vibrational state 
after the mortal body passes 
away.
 
ND: How are you continuing 
your father’s work today? 
 
SS: My father’s work and 
legacy go on in the form of 
the Community and School 
which he established for the 
teaching of Cosolargy and the 
living of the Sacred Teachings 
of Light. His many books, les-
sons and lectures stand as the 
core teaching material of the 
Jamilian University, along 
with revelatory and prophetic 
works that bring new un-
derstanding to the future of 
humankind and the nature of universal religion.
 Personally, I have been involved in the practice 
of the solar-energy techniques of Cosolargy since my 
birth, and actively involved with formal institutional re-
sponsibilities starting at the age of 10 when I began studies 
in comparative religion. Eventually, I apprenticed and was 
assigned multifarious duties in departments of the Com-
munity. Pre-theological, theological and divinity studies 
in Second Advent doctrine led me to multiple ordination 
within our Order and to leadership in the Second Advent 
Community alongside my older brother and many col-
leagues. I am privileged to serve as an executive of our 
organisation as Chancellor. I am an administrator, teacher, 
lecturer, and I work in public outreach, communications 
and marketing, and as a writer and editor, to name only 

some of the areas in which I serve. I also have a passion for 
advocacy in the areas of poverty, interfaith relations, com-
munity relations, as well as ethnic and LGBT issues.
 
ND: Are you also an explorer? Can you tell us about your 
own expeditions and experiences?

SS: Yes, I am. Some people may not know what that means. 
An explorer of what exactly? To clarify, I am an archaeologi-
cal explorer, not a trained archaeologist per se, specialising 
in the search for new evidence of the Inca and pre-Inca 
cultures of Peru. My father was known as the real-life In-
diana Jones, a moniker he often rejected because his work 

was based on serious historical research, if coloured with an 
air of the romantic Hollywood quest. I began alongside him 
at the age of fifteen with hands-on field experience, first 
as an assistant supply officer and cook and then moving my 
way up to supply officer, field research assistant, logistics 
officer, expedition coordinator, assistant director and even-
tually director of expeditions.
 Ours were the expeditions some say of a bygone era: 
mule trains of 80+ pack and riding mounts, 30 or more 
porters and machetemen, police escorts, etc. The father-
son bond became more than one of mutual affection, but 
of collegiality and respect. I learned from him and he 
entrusted me with the leadership of his life’s work as an 
explorer when he became too frail to continue. In that light, 
I have led some important expeditions with specialists par-

Artistic rendition of ancient American landscape with temple complexes and erupting volcano in 
background.
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ticipating from many diverse fields, including archaeology. 
But I have much more work to accomplish in this arena, 
work I look forward to continuing. My next adventure will 
be to lead an historical and cultural tour of Peru in the 
summer of 2014. It seems as though I was born with the 
passion for adventure and exploration. I suppose that my 
Peruvian blood – my mother is from Lima – contributed to 
my natural love of the Peruvian culture and the Peruvian 
people. 

ND: Many people believe we are entering a new spiritual 
era, one that is challenging the religious and historical as-
sumptions of the past. How do you see humanity’s spiritual 
unfoldment?

SS: My purpose as a spiritual educator in transformative 
studies and personal development within the context of 
Cosolargy is to inform people of the new cosmic condition 
that is raising the cosmic Consciousness of the physical 
universe. And to help people expand themselves to actively 
participate with the external cosmic Consciousness by ac-
tualising personal Consciousness, awakening the so-called 
Light body. The human family has the potential to unlock 
within its own make up the codes that extend immortal 
spiritual life. Certainly, this flies in the face of established, 
dogmatic theology, which is based on blind faith and wor-
ship or on social mores that hardly address actual spiritual 
development.
 Religion in my opinion cannot be confined to paper; 
the Word of God is not dead but a living, thriving source 
of intelligence and love. Nor can religion be relegated to 
historical terms. Every field of human endeavour and life 
goes forward, advancing with new technology and with new 
understandings. Religion should be no different. It seems 
that the popularised religious conceptualisation of God – be 
it within the context of Christianity or any other belief – is 
to confine Him, Her or It to either an anthropomorphised 
icon or an unattainable, imperceptible chimera. The power 
or force that we term as God is not something to be limited 
by the human mind or by human institutions. God is some-
thing to be experienced by the potential within each of us. 
The way to do that is to live within God’s Presence and that 
means to be resonant energetically with eternal, non-physi-
cal, ultra-dimensional Consciousness. To be Conscious is to 
know God. The historical assumptions of the past are just 
that – historical and assumptions. Both are determined by 
humans, and humans, left to their own devices, are limited 
and for the most part arrogant. That is the mortal nature: 
to convince itself that it knows better than the spiritual 
nature, which is mostly inert or dormant in the third-
dimensional paradigm. It can, however, be activated so as 
to awaken the whole individual, which liberates the human 
being from the trap of space and time and therefore the 
temporal construct.

ND: These days much of the world’s attention is focused on 
Fundamentalism, intolerance and religiously motivated vio-

lence. What do you see as the primary causes and what can 
we do to encourage greater understanding between differ-
ent faiths and cultures?

SS: I see the primary cause as ignorance, not just the 
simple lack of information, but the state of ignorance that 
seems to be the natural human condition. Ignorance, in my 
estimation, is a manifestation or symptom of dark energy. 
I’m not referring to the dark matter discussed in astronomy 
but of the creator-force of the physical (read: not immortal) 
universe. This dark energy is an opposing force to the natu-
ral spiritual state, which is based on divine Knowledge. To 
participate in divine Knowledge means to be at once in 
harmony and unity with God-Consciousness or cosmic 
Consciousness. What I’m alluding to is the dual nature of 
the material universe. The dark creator-force has a built in 
self-destruct, a decay and diffusion mechanism, that has as 
its primary purpose the separation of matter from spirit. 
Any attempt by any institution to proliferate hate, bigotry, 
violence and disrespect is actually in alignment and collu-
sion with dark forces whether they know it or not. That is 
against the will of God and the teachings of all the great 
masters. It is that simple. There is no need for any further 
discussion on that point other than to say that the human 
condition cannot for very much longer sustain that type of 
mindset and worldview. Nature and the human family will 
rebel, are rebelling.
 This may sound radical, but the solution is to be found 
first in social liberation but primarily within the make up 
of life itself. Despite the dark creator-force, physical reality 
is an outgrowth of a spiritual reality, so at the core of all 
things physical is the so-called ‘God particle’ or spiritual 
DNA, the built in seed of goodness. It is that seed that is 
being nurtured, as if through spiritual photosynthesis, 
within the human species as we speak. Those who are able 
to process the manifesting cosmic Consciousness within 
their own beings by means of an awakened spiritual nature 
will be sustained by the life-giving spiritual energy that is 
right now ‘streaming’ into our universe. Any institution or 
person that promotes dark or destructive thoughts, ideas 
and actions cannot be sustained. What we can do is to align 
ourselves individually and collectively with divine Knowl-
edge and cosmic Consciousness and shed the spectre of 
dark forces. We can begin with basic respect, understand-
ing, tolerance, compassion and love, but good thoughts 
and right action may not be enough. I believe that greater 
understanding and, therefore, change can really only be ac-
complished universally when we adapt ourselves to the new 
solar condition, which can alter our very make up. Only 
then will we be able to harmonise with spiritual forces for a 
compound or exponential positive effect on creation.

o Sean Savoy’s website is www.seansavoy.com. Read-
ers can learn about Cosolargy by writing for a free infor-
mation pack at Cosolargy International, 643 Ralston St, 
Reno NV 89503, USA. Or email: info@cosolargy.org


